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as to the advisability of any man who has a part to play in
the world tying himself down to the purchase of real estate
in any part of the country, no matter how beautiful and
productive." Jack wrote back, "I was careful to buy a piece
out of which no profit could be made. I'll never be bothered
with a profit or loss account, but in twenty years it will be
worth $120,000. I am anchoring good and solid, and
anchoring for keeps." Resignedly, Brett sent him the seven
thousand dollars against the Sea Wolf royalties, and Jack
exultantly became owner of the Hill Ranch. He then hired
a farm hand, bought several horses, a colt, a cow, a calf, a
plough, a barrow, a wagon, a buggy, harnesses, chickens,
turkeys, and pigs.

When he finally came out of the wild buying spree he
found that he did not have a dollar left, and that no money
would be due from Macmillan for a long time. "All this
buying was unexpected, and has left me flat broke. Also I
am expecting to receive, and dreading to receive, a notice
from Bessie that she wants several hundred dollars with
which to buy a horse and surrey. I've taken all the money I
could get from Macmillan to pay for the land, and haven't
enough left to build a barn with, much less a house. Am
writing some short stories in order to get hold of some
immediate cash."

By October 4 he had overdrawn so heavily from Macmillan
that they asked him to pay interest on the new advances. His
bank book showed $207.83 to his credit, while among the
immediately necessary outlays were $75 to Bessie, $55 to
his mother, $57.60 for ranch tools, $24 for rent at Glen
Ellen, $50 for store bills. " I must pay my way and Man-
youngi's way to Chicago; Charmian follows in twenty-
four hours, and there are her expenses. My mother wants
me to increase her monthly allowance. So does Bessie. I
have just paid hospital bills of over $100 for Johnny Miller's
mother. I have promised $30 to pay for printing of appeal
of Joe King, a poor devil who had a fifty-year sentence
hanging over him and who is being rail-roaded. There is a
bill for over $45 for the hay press, and in November I must